
APPENDIX B

London Borough of Barking and Dagenham Local Plan FAQs 
(Draft)
We have developed this Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) summary based on feedback received from the Local Plan session 
with all members on 15th June 2020. This is a ‘live’ list, which will be updated from time to time.

About the LBBD Local Plan
1. What is a Local Plan?

As a local planning authority, the Council has statutory responsibility to produce a Local Plan for the borough boundary 
area.

The Local Plan sets the vision and framework for how the borough will change through development over time. Together 
with the London Plan, Joint Waste Plan, and any future Neighbourhood Plans, the Local Plan will form the overall 
‘development plan’ for the borough area.

2. How is the Local Plan being developed?

We carried out the public consultation on the ‘Regulation 18’ draft Local Plan and its supporting evidence between 
November 2019 and February 2020.  The responses to this consultation have informed the production of the new draft of 
the Local Plan, which will be  consulted on in accordance with ‘Regulation 19’ of the relevant regulations. We have 
provided a summary of ‘Reg.18’ consultation responses and details about the consultation overview in a separate 
document.

Following the consultation, we had constructive meetings with a number of external and internal stakeholders.  Their 
comments have helped to refine the draft policies and make sure that they are in conformity with the national, regional, 
and local guidance.

The meetings and workshops with internal stakeholders started in March and are still ongoing. The key sessions included 
developing the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (March), Infrastructure Delivery Board (April), and a Local Plan update to all 
members (June).

Consultation
3. Were there any trends in the consultation responses?

The consultation generated a total of 1,400 visitors recorded as having visited the Local Plan webpages during the 
consultation period.  BeFirst received written representations from 75 individuals or organisations, these generated 368 
individual comments in relation to the Local Plan.  A relatively high number of comments (56%) are considered ‘general’, 
with 32% in support, and 12% objections to the draft plan.  Some issues related to a specific location or issue, while others 
related to the ‘soundness’ of the plan. The main issues related to the soundness of the plan include:

 Consistency with national policy and the draft New London Plan; 

 An appropriate strategy underpinning by up to date evidence to justify the quantity and distribution of housing and 
employment floorspace across the borough; 

 Need to align infrastructure needs with anticipated growth; and

 Need to publish draft policies map or individual maps for specific areas.

 
A consultation response summary report will be published alongside the Regulation 19 Local Plan in the near future.

https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/local-plan-review


Housing
4. How to define afford housing? 

The Local Plan provides the definition of ‘affordable housing’ as ‘housing for households whose needs cannot be met by 
the market, either for rent or sale’.  Affordable housing should be genuinely affordable for the people the units are intended 
for at below market prices.  Affordable housing comprises social rented housing, affordable rented housing, and 
intermediate housing. The difference between affordability products, including detail on the different definitions and 
information around individual costs, are set out in the Mayor’s Homes for Londoners (2016)1 and the relevant Council’s 
strategies and guidance.

5. What are the housing targets in the borough? 

Since December 2019, our housing target has been 1,944 new homes each year until 2029. This is set out in the draft 
New London Plan. Beyond 2029 the housing target is required to be based on a combination of the figures taken from the 
GLA’s Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) 20172, and any local up-to-date evidence of identified 
capacity and the small sites target, which should be rolled forward in accordance with the draft new London Plan Intend to 
Publish version.

6. Are larger houses going to be kept for residents?

Yes, the draft Local Plan includes the following policies that will support retain larger houses for residents.

 Draft policy ‘SP3: Delivering homes that meet people’s needs’, which states that: “The Council will work 
proactively with the local community, landowners, developers and other key stakeholders to ensure that, 
wherever possible, homes are marketed to, and occupied by, people who live and work primarily in Barking and 
Dagenham, or within the surrounding areas of London.”

 Draft policy ‘DMH 4: New houses in multiple occupation (HMO)’, resists the loss of existing family housing and 
states that, “Planning permission is required for all new HMOs due to an Article 4 Direction which withdraws 
permitted development rights for small HMOs across the borough…”.

 Draft policy ‘DMH.2 Housing Mix’, requires development to provide a range of unit size, including larger family 
homes. See table below for details:

__________________________________________________
1 https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/homesforlondoners-affordablehomesprogrammefundingguidance.pdf
2 https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2017_london_strategic_housing_land_availability_assessment.pdf

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/homesforlondoners-affordablehomesprogrammefundingguidance.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2017_london_strategic_housing_land_availability_assessment.pdf


Infrastructure
7. How many schools are in the Borough and how many of these have places?

The following information is extracted from the latest Infrastructure Delivery Plan 2020 (IDP).

Primary education:

Primary school planning consideration is set out in the table below:



Secondary education:

Secondary school planning consideration is set out in the table below:

Special education needs and disabilities education (SEND)

SEND school planning consideration is set out in the table below:

8. Does the Borough plan to build anymore schools?

Yes, the planning policy team is having ongoing conversation with the Council’s education department to allocate sites 
where appropriate, for primary and secondary schools, as well as SEND schools.

9. How many GP Surgeries/ Medical Centres are there in the area and does the plan include the addition of 
anymore?

The following information is extracted from the latest Infrastructure Delivery Plan 2020 (IDP).

The current provision of healthcare facilities across the borough are shown in the map below:



Healthcare facilities planning consideration are set out in the table below:



10. How will waste be dealt with the borough? 

The draft Local Plan support the targets set out in Policy SI 8 of the draft New London Plan Intend to Publish version 
(December 2019) in order to manage London’s waste sustainably and self-sufficiently and deliver the Mayor’s ambition for 
London to manage 100% of it own waste by 2026.  This includes the borough-level apportionment of 6.1% for Barking and 
Dagenham for all household, commercial and industrial waste between 2021 and 2041 (505,000 tonnes by 2021 and 
537,000 tonnes by 2041).

Draft Policies DMSI 8: Waste sites and DMSI 9: Demolition, construction and operational waste provide further 
guidance on development related to waste sites and waste facilities, as well as dealing with demolition, construction and 
operational waste within the borough.

The current Joint Waste Plan will remain active, and sites will be protected by the new Local Plan, until the new Joint 
Waste Plan is in place, at which point the Local Plan will be updated to reflect any changes if required.

11. Has Barking and Dagenham considered an envac waste management development? 

The draft Local Plan supports incorporation of sustainable waste infrastructure into new development. 

12. Do Barking plan on building any new cycle routes?

The following information is extracted from the latest Infrastructure Delivery Plan 2020 (IDP).

13. Do Barking plan on building any new pedestrian routes?

Any improvements to pedestrian routes will be included in more detailed site-specific strategies/guidance.

14. Do Barking have any plans to update road infrastructure?

The latest IDP 2020 has highlighted the major road infrastructure planning below.



15. When will residents be updated about the A13 project?

The A13 study is in progress. The residents will be consulted on once the evidence work is completed and approved for 
consultation by the Council.

16. Will Barking invest in an electric car network?

The draft Local Plan is supportive of development that provides electric car charging points. Officers will work closely with 
Transport for London, developers, and other service providers to promote use of electrical vehicles.

17. Where is Barking planning on putting green infrastructure?

The latest IDP 2020 has highlighted that the planned park improvements below.

For area-specific information, please refer to chapter 2: Area Development Strategy of the Local Plan, which is supported 
by the Council’s Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity Strategy (2019)3.

18. Does the plan support place of worship? Do Barking plan on building any more places of worship?

Please refer to draft policies ‘SP4: Delivering social and cultural infrastructure in the right locations, and DMS2: 
Planning for new facilities’, which both support creation of multi-functional use of space including multi-use places of 
worships. In addition, draft policy DMS2 clearly states that: “ Development proposals for faith facilities in employment and 
industrial the Local Plan will only support development proposals for faith facilities in employment and industrial areas will 
only be permitted in accordance with other policies of the Local Plan and where conflicts between employment/industrial 
use and faith use can be avoided (i.e. with regards to increased traffic and parking issues, congregations of people, and 
noise; and safety of users or workers will not be compromised).  Applicants will be required to consult on the proposal with 
the Council’s Participation and Engagement Team”.

__________________________________________________
3 Insert a link.



Economy
19. How is Barking supporting local jobs?

The way in which industrial land functions is changing and our borough needs to change with it.  We currently have 
approximately 446 Ha of industrial land within the borough, much of which is under-utilised of vacant and does not meet 
the market demand.  Be First is refocussing our industrial land to provide appropriate locations for 21st century industry 
and employment.  This will support local jobs by providing existing employers with new and multi-functional work spaces 
that suit their operational neds, and by attracting new employers to the borough to provide more new jobs for existing and 
future residents.  

The draft Local Plan sets out clear employment and town centre policies which aim to deliver the Council’s economic 
vision and strategy by encouraging sustainable economic growth, having regard to the Barking and Dagenham Industrial 
Strategy and other local policies for economic development and regeneration.

The draft policies in chapter 6: Economy of the Plan seek to attract local and inward investment through criteria-based 
policies or identifying strategic economic sites; and define a network and hierarchy of town centres and promote their long-
term vitality and viability.

20. Does the plan support any training for local residents?

The Plan aims to delivery approximately 20,000 new jobs and seeks to provide high-quality employment and training 
opportunities for local people, and procurement opportunities for local businesses. 

21. Does the plan support the regeneration of the town centre?

Yes. Draft Policy ‘DME 3: Encouraging vibrant, resilient and characterful town centres’ provides details regarding 
how the plan aims to support development within the town centres.  In addition, ‘Chapter 2: Area Development 
Strategy’,  provides more area-specific information on development within “Transformation Areas” which focuses on town 
centres.  The Local Plan will provide the framework within which future masterplans will shape the regeneration of the 
town centre.

22. Does the plan support local shops?

Yes. The draft Local Plan identifies future requirements and locations for new retail development having regard to the town 
centre policies set out in ‘Chapter 6: Economy’ based on local evidence.  The Plan sets out policies and site allocations 
to secure an appropriate mix of shops (including both local shops and chain stores) and other commercial units of different 
sizes, informed by local evidence and emerging town centre strategies.  

Climate Change 
23. What Local Plan evidence is available regarding to climate change? 

See the relevant documents below and they are available on request at this stage.




